
T h e  C o m b a t  E d g e   ( I S S N  1 0 6 3 - 8 9 7 0 )
i s  p u b l i s h e d  m o n t h l y  b y  A i r  C o m b a t
Command ,  HQ ACC/SEM,  175 Sweeney
B lvd ,  L a n g l e y  A F B  V A  2 3 6 6 5 - 2700 .
S e n d  a d d r e s s  c h a n g e s  t o  the  same
address.

D I S T R I B U T I O N :  F.   O P R :  H Q  A C C /
S E M.   D i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  b a s e d  o n  a  r a t i o
o f  o n e  c o p y  p e r  10  p e r s o n s  a s s i g n e d .
A i r  F o r c e  u n i t s  s h o u l d  c o n t a c t  The
Combat Edge staff to  establ ish or  change
r e q u i r e m e n t s .

ANNUAL  SUBSCRIPT IONS:  Ava i l ab l e
t o  n o n -DoD  r e a d e r s  f o r  $ 51.00 ( $ 71.40
outside the U.S.) from the Superintendent
of Documents, PO Box 371954, Pittsburgh
PA 15250-7954.  Al l  subscr ipt ion service
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s h o u l d  b e  d i r e c t e d
t o  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  n o t  H Q  A C C /
SEM.

CONTRIBUTIONS:   Please send art icles
w i th  name,  rank ,  DSN phone  number ,
e -ma i l  and   comp le te  ma i l i ng  add ress
and  comments  to :

Execu t i ve  E d i t o r ,  T h e  C o m b a t  E d g e
H Q  A C C / SEM

 175  Sweeney  B lvd
L a n g l e y  A F B  V A  2 3 6 6 5 - 2700

Te lephone :  (757 )  764 -8868
D S N  5 7 4 - 8868
FAX:  (757 )  764 -8975
e-ma i l :  r ebecca .co law@lang ley .a f .m i l

T h e  e d i t o r s  r e s e r v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  e d i t
a l l  m a n u s c r i p t s  f o r  r e a d a b i l i t y  a n d
g o o d  t a s t e .

D I S C L A I M E R :   T h i s  m a g a z i n e  i s  a n
a u t h o r i z e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  f o r  m e m b e r s
o f  t h e  D o D .   C o n t e n t s  o f   T h e  C o m b a t
E d g e  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  o f f i c i a l
v i e w s  o f ,  o r  e n d o r s e d  b y ,  t h e  U . S .
G o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  D o D ,  o r  t h e  U n i t e d
States Air  Force.  In fo rmat i on con ta ined
i n  a n y  a r t i c l e  m a y  n o t  b e  c o n s t r u e d
a s  i n c r i m i n a t i n g  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  3 1 ,
U C M J .

F ron t  Cove r :   A r t  by  Mark  Ba i l ey
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Colonel Kevin W. Smith
ACC Chief of Safety

“There is no way to live long enough to make
all the mistakes yourself ... you have to learn from
other people’s mistakes.”

— Mr. Jim Glenn a retired Air Force pilot

Mr. Glenn’s sentiment matches the goal of
THE COMBAT EDGE. We try to share “there I
was” or “there by the grace of God go I”
experiences, so others may learn from them
and avoid the same mistakes.  We are fortunate
to have many members of Air Combat Command
willing to share their close calls and sometimes
embarrassing moments to help others.

However, all too frequently we say it could
never happen to me.  So we see ACC people
repeating those mistakes over and over again.
In that regard, I encourage each member of Air
Combat Command to share their experiences and
for leaders and wingmen to mentor others on
mission risks and the risks in our daily lives.

As a wise person said …
you may never know “if the life
you save might be your own.”

LEARN FROM OTHER PEOPLE’S MISTAKES

M A J  R E B E C C A  CO L A W

E X E C U T I V E  E D I T O R

M A J  W E N D Y  H A M I L T O N
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 A S S O C I A T E  E D I T O R

SS G T C A R R I E  AT W O O D

P U B L I C A T I O N S  D E S I G N E R

TS G T  BE N  B L O K E R

AS S O C I A T E  P H O T O  E D I T O R
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